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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Further to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 
Applicants wish to bring to the Examiner's attention the material cited on the enclosed 
PTO-1449 form which were cited in a PCT Search Report in a counterpart 
international application. Copies of the cited references are enclosed along with a copy 
of the PCT International Search Report. 

As reflected in the PCT International Search Report, German Patent No. 

/ 

19820736 (reference AG in the PTO-1449 Form) is a category "X" reference, meaning 
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that it is a "document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is taken alone." 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider these documents and 
return an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 form indicating his or her consideration of the 
cited materials. 
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Panet al. 
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